Village Church Isaiah 43:1-7 April 30, 2006

GOD’S PROMISE TO REGATHER ISRAEL TO THEIR
HOMELAND

|SAIAH CHAPTER 43:1-7

God'sWord is so rich and so meaningful that it isimpossible to glean al that it saysin
just one or two readings. When we last were in Isaiah 43 we explored why people do not
have to be afraid when they go through trials and tribulations. They do not have to fear
because of the implications of God's promises to His people of al time. Today we are
going to look at chapter 43 from another angle.

Chapter 42 of Isaiah closed with a description of the consequences of Israel’s
disobedience toward God. Chapter 43 begins by jumping forward 70 years to where
Judah’ s exile was pictured as drawing to a close (40:2), for the Lord was raising up a
leader, Cyrus of Persia, who would release them (41:2-4, 25). Now if you’ ve just joined
us recently you may not have any knowledge of the Babylonian exile. So let us give you
just avery brief history of what’s gong on here. Because of the repeated disobedience of
the Jewish people for hundreds of years, God decided they must be punished to realize
the seriousness of their sin and that alack of obedience to God would lead to judgment.
In the year 605 B.C., God permitted a small number of Jews to be taken captive by the
Babylonians and taken to their capital city of Babylon. Daniel, of the renowned Daniel
and the Lions' Den, was among them. By the year 586 B. C., God permitted the
destruction of the city of Jerusalem, and most of the nation was then also taken captive to
Babylon. That captivity would last for another 50 years. But from the time the first
captives were taken, the entire captivity lasted about 70 years.

In Isaiah 43:1-7, God urged Israel not to fear, for their situation would provide the
opportunity for God to show the world that He is truly the only God (43:8-13). He would
restore them from Babylon 70 yearsin the future, bringing them back home in anew

" Exodus® (43:14-28) that was reminiscent of their release out of captivity in Egypt
almost 1,000 years earlier. Therefore God said that they were not to fear. Isaiahis
directing his commentsin these verses primarily to the time when Israel will return from
Babylon around 536 B.C.

But thereis also a broader meaning here that al Israel will be re-gathered from the four
corners of the earth at Jesus' second coming, when He returns to rule in peace over the
whole world. Let’s begin our study today by reading Isaiah 43:1-7 NAS:

1 But now, thus saysthe Lord, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed
you, O Israel, “ Do not fear, for | have redeemed you (which means “I
freed you from what could harm you.”)*; | have called you by name; you

1 Parentheses added.
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are Minel

2 “ When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; And through the
rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you
will not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn you.

3“For | amthe Lord your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; |
have given Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place.

4* Snceyou are preciousin My sight, Snce you are honored and | love
you, | will give other men in your place and other peoplesin exchange for
your life.

5“Do not fear, for | am with you; | will bring your offspring from the
east, And gather you from the west.

6“1 will say to the north, ‘ Give them up!” And to the south, ‘Do not hold
them back.’

Bring My sons from afar And My daughters from the ends of the earth,

7 Everyone who is called by My name, And whom | have created for My
glory, Whom | have formed, even whom | have made.”

The theme of “ Israel God' s servant” is continued in Isaiah 43 and 44 with an emphasis
on God the Redeemer of Isradl (Isaiah 43:1-7, 14; 446, 22—-24.) The word translated
“redeem’ or “ Redeemer” isthe Hebrew word for “ a kinsman redeemer,” anear relative
who could free family members and their property from bondage by paying their debts
for them (Leviticus 25:23-28 and the book of Ruth). God gave Egypt, Ethiopia (Cush),
and Sebato Cyrus as aransom payment to redeem Israel from Babylon because Israel
was so precious to Him (Isaiah 43:3). Through Isaiah, God made clear that He would
treat Israel as members of His own family. And God would later give His own Son as a
ransom for lost sinners (Matthew 20:28; 1 Timothy 2:6).

Jacob (also called 1sra€el) need have no fear in her captivity in Babylon because God had
created and formed her and had redeemed her from bondage in Egypt. “ Redeemed”
trandates “ to buy out of slavery” . Reference to this Exodus was fitting in view of what
Isaiah wrotein chapter 43:14-28 about a new “ Exodus’ in which God would bring the
people back to their homeland from Babylon. To be “ called by name” points up Israel’s
special relationship with the Lord as His covenant people. Thisis similar to a shepherd
calling his sheep by namein his personal care for them. Because of God’s past work in
creating, redeeming, and caring for Israel, He would continue to protect her. Thereforein
difficult times, pictured as “ floodwaters and fire,” Israel should not give up and fear,
for God would bewith her and protect her .2

This unique relationship between God and Israel is emphasized by the picture of ahuman
ransom (verses 3, 4, 14). Great nations have fallen in the past and will fall again in the

2 Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. 1983-c1985. The Bible
knowledge commentary : An exposition of the scriptures . Victor Books. Wheaton, 1L
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future to make way for Israel.® Here God promises Israel blessing and restoration because
of Hislove for them. The basis for these promises of companionship and deliverance
through suffering and trial was not because of anything the Jews had done to deserve
such treatment, but rather it was because of God'’s grace (undeserved favor) and His
commitment to be a Father to His covenant people (Deuteronomy 7:7,8).

Asareward for releasing captive Isragl from Babylon, God gave Cyrus of Persiathe
country of Egypt and a portion of Ethiopia. A remnant, a small number of the scattered
Israelites would return to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon. But there is also areference
here to the end times when all believers, Jews and Gentiles alike, will be re-gathered
from every geographical direction back to Isragl. The return to Zion (Jerusalem) in verses
6 and 7 refersto the gathering in of all believers into the Church of Jesus Christ.*

Does everyone know what the term, “ Church,” standsfor? Isit a building where people
meet to worship God? “ Church” identifies the whole body of redeemed people in Christ;
al those whom God has given to Christ. A few Christians, Jews and Gentiles alike,
associated together in observing the ordinances of the gospel are known as an “ ecclesia,”
The term Gentile, by the way, applied to al people who weren't Jews. All the Christians
in aparticular city, whether they assembled or gathered together in one place or in several
places for religious worship, were an “ ecclesia.” Thusall the disciplesin say Antioch,
forming several congregations, were part of one Church (Acts 13:1).° We here this
morning are an ecclesia.

The whole body of professing Christians throughout the world (1 Corinthians 15:9;
Galatians 1:13; Matthew 16:18) make up the Church of Christ.® God has always had only
one Church on earth. We sometimes speak of the Old Testament Church and of the New
Testament church, but they are one and the same. The Old Testament church was not to
be changed but enlarged. When the Jewish remnant is restored in the end times, they will
not enter anew Church, but will be grafted again into “ their own olive tree.”

So asfar as | can determine from a careful study of Scripture, God never intended the
Church of Jesus Christ to be the Catholic church, or the Lutheran Church, the Methodist
church, the Baptist church, or any other denominational church. The Church of Christ
was to be a united body of believers attempting to live within the will of God, supporting
one another. One could therefore conclude that any church setting itself up as a separate
denomination outside the one Church of Christ has decided that they can probably run

3 Carson, D. A. 1994. New Bible commentary : 21st century edition. Rev. ed. of: The
new Bible commentary. 3rd ed. / edited by D. Guthrie, JA. Motyer. 1970. (4thed.) .
Inter-Varsity Press. Leicester, England; Downers Grove, Ill., USA

* Pfeiffer, C. F. 1962. The Wycliffe Bible commentary : Old Testament . Moody Press:
Chicago

> Easton, M. 1996, c1897. Easton's Bible dictionary. Logos Research Systems, Inc.: Oak
Harbor, WA
® Ibid.
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things better than Christ. But they don’t want to hear that because it will interfere with
their own little kingdoms. If all churches united without any hierarchy, there would be no
need to build so many church buildings, and the unity of believers would be a much more
powerful force in the world than we are with so many divisions. We would have far more
money to provide for widows, orphans, and the needy. But it would appear that the
leaders of these churches are very much like the Pharisees and Sadducees in Jesus' day.
They don’t want to lose their authority and status in their own little kingdoms.

| recently wrote to most of the local pastorsin Wheaton suggesting we combine our
churches to form a 24 hour per day, 7 day aweek prayer vigil. In essence praying
together as the church in Wheaton. | based my appeal on 2 Chronicles 7:14 NRSV:

14 if my people who are called by my name humbl e themselves, pray, seek
my face, and turn fromtheir wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven,
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

Thisisasimple formulawhich God has given His people, His people being of course
those people that trust completely in Him and all that He says. God gave us this simple
formula because He wanted to make it easy for us to live in a country that would be
blessed in every possible way. Y ou want to know how these churches responded? First of
al I'll tell you that half the churches never responded at all, even after afollow-up letter
sent 6 weeks later. The other half said thingslike this:

“We're not interested.”

“ We have too many things going on in our own church at thistime.”

“We don't get involved with things like this.”

“We're currently without a pastor and | know the church council wouldn’t go along
with something like this.

*  “I’'mgoing out of town for a while and can’t commit to this.”

* “Wehave our own prayer programs.”

*  “Wedo thiskind of thing on our own.”

I’m sorry to have to say this, but | must. The churchesin Wheaton do not understand the
will and purposes of God, or they would have jumped at such an opportunity. And I'm
also willing to say that if they did understand the will of God, they may well choose not
to obey it if it interfered with what they wanted personally. No wonder this country ison
agreased slope to punishment. The churches in this country are a carbon copy of the
Sanhedrin that called for Jesus’ execution. If He came back today and started making
waves on the nightly news about the desperate condition of the Church, these individual
denominations might call for His crucifixion aswell. | know thisis a harsh indictment.
But | assure you | do not make it lightly, but only after seeing first hand how many of
these churches function.

But the time is coming, and it could well be that it’s getting very close, that Jesus will
return to gather His people, and to punish for eternity those who refused to accept Him.
So God' s message to us today is not any different than the one He gave the Israglites as
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they were to go into captivity in Babylon.

You see, since Christ’s resurrection and ascension, all believers, Jews and Gentiles
alike, form the one Church of Christ. There is unity among believersin the eyes of
Christ. The blueprint was perfect, but unfortunately after a couple of hundred years, men
saw the opportunity to seize more power in government and the Church by using the
Church to support their own greedy desires. They made up doctrine and ritual giving
false interpretations to the will of God so that they could use God' s name to make
themselves wealthy and powerful. It began with Constantine in the early 300's A.D. and
continues to this day. But when Christ comes the second time, He will take control and
His original plan will be implemented with perfection.

Now there are many people who are confused by this concept. Some believe that God
will once again turn the world over to the nation of Israel to govern through the
Millennium. Some believe the Church has replaced Israel as the chosen people of God.
Others believe any number of other theories. But | think this would be a good timein our
study of Isaiah to understand what the relationships actually are. Let’sturn to Ephesians
2:11-22 NLT, where we find Paul addressing a group of Gentile believers:

11 Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders by birth. You were
called “ the uncircumcised ones’ by the Jews, who were proud of their
circumcision, even though it affected only their bodies and not their
hearts.

12 In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded
from God's people, Israel, and you did not know the promises God had
made to them. You lived in thisworld without God and without hope.

13 But now you belong to Christ Jesus. Though you once were far away
from God, now you have been brought near to him because of the blood of
Christ.

14 For Christ himself has made peace between us Jews and you Gentiles
by making us all oNE people. He has broken down the wall of hostility
that used to separate us.

15 By his death he ended the whole system of Jewish law that excluded

the Gentiles. His purpose was to make peace between Jews and Gentiles
by creating in himself one new person from the two groups.

16 Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means
of hisdeath, and our hostility toward each other was put to death.

17 He has brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far
away from him, and to us Jews who were near.

18 Now all of us, both Jews and Gentiles, may come to the Father through
the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us.

19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangersand foreigners. You are
citizens along with all of God's holy people. You are members of God’'s
family.
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20 We are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the
prophets. And the cornerstoneis Christ Jesus himself.

21 We who believe are carefully joined together, becoming a holy temple
for the Lord.

22 Through himyou Gentiles are also joined together as part of this
dwelling where God lives by his Spirit.

The theme of Ephesiansis the Church as aliving organism, the actual body of theliving

Christ.” Christ being the head and believers the eyes, ears, arms, legs, etc.

The apostles did not set up a new organization. Under their ministry disciples just
continued what was aready in place, a gathering together of peoplewho trusted in
God, and now also in Christ, and new believers were *“ added” to the* Church” that was
already in existence. The Church, the Body of Christ, began at Pentecost, just fifty days
after the death of Christ.

In Galatians 3:29, Christians are called Abraham’ s offspring or descendants. “ And if you
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the promise.” Did
you get that? If you belong to Christ, you are a descendant of Abraham and entitled to all
the promises God made to him. What an honor! How glorious! If you can’t sleep at night,
just count these blessings that are yours.

In Romans 11:17-24, the Gentiles are grafted into | srael, thetrue olive tree. The olive
tree was a symbol of fertility (Psalm 128:3), beauty (Jeremiah 11:16; Hosea 14:6), divine
blessing (Deuteronomy 7:13), peace and bountifulness (Genesis 8:11), and it was closely
associated with Jesus [the Mount of Olives (Mark 14:26; John 8:1)].2 Let' s take alittle
closer look at Romans 11 before we continue.

Romans 11:11-24 NLT:
11 Did God' s peopl e (the Jews)® stumble and fall beyond recovery? Of
course not! God'’s purpose was to make his salvation available to the
Gentiles, and then the Jews would be jeal ous and want it for themsel ves.
12 Now if the Gentiles were enriched because the Jews turned down God's
offer of salvation, think how much greater a blessing the world will share
when the Jews finally accept it.

Y ou see, when the remnant of Jews finally come to accept Christ, that will be the signal
of Christ’sreturn to rule over the earth during the Millennium. That will truly be atime

" Richards, L., & Richards, L. O. 1987. The teacher's commentary. Includes index.

Victor Books: Wheaton, I1.

° Achtemeier, P. J., Harper & Row, P., & Society of Biblical Literature. 1985. Harper's
Bible dictionary. Includesindex. (1st ed.) . Harper & Row: San Francisco
® Parentheses added.
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of blessing for the whole world.

13 | amsaying all of this especially for you Gentiles. God has appointed
me as the apostle to the Gentiles. | lay great stress on this,

14 for | want to find a way to make the Jews want what you Gentiles have,
and in that way | might save some of them.

15 For since the Jews' regjection meant that God offered salvation to the
rest of the world, how much more wonderful their acceptance will be. It
will be life for those who were dead!

16 And since Abraham and the other patriarchs were holy, their children
will also be holy. For if the roots of the tree are holy, the branches will be,
too.

17 But some of these branches from Abraham’ s tree, some of the Jews,
have been broken off. And you Gentiles, who were branches fromawild
olivetree, were grafted in. So now you also receive the blessing God has
promised Abraham and his children, sharing in God'’ s rich nourishment
of his special olivetree.

18 But you must be careful not to brag about being grafted in to replace
the branches that were broken off. Remember, you are just a branch, not
the root.

19“Well,” you may say, “ those branches were broken off to make room
for me.”

20 Yes, but remember—those branches, the Jews, were broken off because
they didn’t believe God, and you are there because you do believe. Don’'t
think highly of yourself, but fear what could happen.

21 For if God did not spare the branches he put there in thefirst place, he
won't spare you either.

One day, just before Christ returns, the Church will be cut off because of apostasy
(deserting the true teachings of the Bible), and the believing remnant of Jews will be
grafted back in.

The roots of the tree support the tree; again, this was a symbol of the patriarchs who
founded the nation of Israel. God made His covenants, His promises, with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, and He cannot cancel them or change them. Thus, it is God’'s promiseto
Abraham that sustains Israel even today. And when Christ returns God will keep His
promise to that remnant of the nation of Isragl who iswilling to receive Christ astheir
Savior.

Many of the Jewish people did not believe. Paul pictured them as branches broken off the
tree. But he saw an amazing thing taking place. Other branches were grafted into the tree
to share in the life of the tree. These branches were the Gentiles. In Romans 11:24.”
“Graft * describes the process of inserting new branchesinto fruit trees where the old
branches have been broken off. By such a process the sap of the good olive tree, by

©2006 Ron and Betty Teed  www.villagechurchofwheaton.org 7



http://www.villagechurchofwheaton.org/

Village Church Isaiah 43:1-7 April 30, 2006

pervading the branch which is* grafted in,” makes the wild olive branch a good branch,
bearing good olives. Thus the Gentiles, being a*“ wild olive branch” but now “ grafted
in,” yield fruit, but only through the sap of the tree into which they have been grafted.
Thetreeof courseislsrael (Jeremiah 11:16-17; Hosea 14:4-6). The origin therefore of
what we know as “the Church” came from Judaism. | would even venture to say that we
could safely conclude that the Church, in one sense, came into being with Abraham. It
wasn't however until Christ came that the term “ Church” came into existence.

You'll remember in Romans 11:16, Paul wrote: “ And since Abraham and the other
patriarchs were holy, their children will also be holy. For if the roots of the tree are holy,
the branches will be, too.” The holiness attributed to the part and the whole, the root and
the branches, is that of being dedicated, consecrated, and set apart to God. Thisisalega
holiness for the group by virtue of their being God' s chosen people.'® The individual
Gentile asawild olive branch is grafted into the natural olive tree, Isragl. Thusthis
branch, the individual Gentile, participatesin therich root that belongsto the natural
olive tree (Romans 11:17).™ Contrary to standard Jewish teaching, Paul had argued that
uncircumcised Gentiles could become part of that people of God through faith in the
Jewish Messiah (Romans 4). Now he reminds Gentiles to respect the Jewish people, who
had brought them their faith.

The parable of the olive tree must be examined carefully. Paul istalking about the
position of Jews and Gentiles as peoples in the program of God. Isragl isthe olive tree
that failed to bear fruit for God. God then broke off some of the branches (the Jews) and
grafted in the Gentiles, wild branches from awild olive tree, into the good tree. God
grafted the weak Gentilesinto the good stock of Isragl’s religious privileges. This act
shows both the goodness and the severity of God. His goodness in saving the Gentiles,
His severity in cutting off rebellious Israel. But the Gentiles dare not boast because they
now have Isragl’ s place of spiritual privilege, for God can cut them off too. And He will

coalition that refuses to believe the Word of God and in the Son of God. We're speaking
here of the one-world church that will come into existence during the seven year
Tribulation. Then God will rapture the true church (all believers), judge the Gentile
nations, purge Israel, and set up His promised kingdom for Israel.

The Church today is primarily made up of Gentiles, and the Gentiles benefit from the

19 preiffer, C. F., & Harrison, E. F. 1962. The Wycliffe Bible commentary : New
Testament . Moody Press: Chicago
1 pfeiffer, C. F., & Harrison, E. F. 1962. The Wycliffe Bible commentary : New
Testament . Moody Press: Chicago
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spiritual heritage of Israel (the rich sap of the olive tree). In a spiritual sense, we are
children of Abraham, who isthe“ father” of al who believe (Gaatians 3:26-29). ** The
tree, however, is capable of holding both Jew and Gentile believers, or branchesin the
singletree.

John records Jesus statement that “ Salvation is of the Jews’ in John 4:22 NAS:

22 " You wor ship what you do not know; we wor ship what we know, for
salvation is from the Jews.

Israel was the nation chosen by God to have great privileges (Romans 9:4-5). When Jesus
said, “Salvation isfrom the Jews,” He did not mean that all Jews were saved or were
especially pious. “ SALVATION ISFROM THE JEWS” MEANT THAT IT ISAVAILABLE
THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS, WHO WAS BORN OF THE SEED OF ABRAHAM.*

To say that the olive tree, with its natural and grafted branches, is a picture of the church
would be a great mistake. I n the church, “thereisno difference’; believersare“all
onein Christ Jesus’ (Galatians 3:28). God does not look on the members of Christ’s
body and see them as Jews or Gentiles. The olive tree illustrates the relationship between
Jew and Gentile as one in the program of God.

Paul warned the Gentiles that they were obligated to Israel, and therefore they dared not
boast of their new spiritual position (Romans 11:18-21). The Gentiles entered into God’'s
plan because of faith, and not because of anything good they had done.

No matter how far Israel may stray from the truth of God, the roots are still good. God is
still the “ God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (Exodus 3:6;
Matthew 22:23). He will keep His promises to these patriarchs. This meansthat the
olivetree will flourish again!

Please remember that Paul was a Jew and yet his ministry wasto convert Gentiles.
Jesus had taught Paul that there would be no difference between Jews and Gentiles and
that they would all become one body in the Church. It becomes clear if we study the

Bible carefully that originally the Church was a Jewish institution and its roots were the
patriarchs; Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to whom God gave His promises. We'll
understand this better when we return to Romans 11 in afew minutes.

Isaiah 60:1-5, 10-14 NLT:
1“ Arise, Jerusalem! Let your light shine for all the nations to see! For the
glory of the Lord is shining upon you.

12 Wiersbe, W. W. 1997, c1992. Wiersbe's expository outlines on the New Testament .
Victor Books: Wheaton, IlI.

3 Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. 1983-c1985. The Bible
knowledge commentary : An exposition of the scriptures . Victor Books. Wheaton, 1L
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2 Darkness as black as night will cover all the nations of the earth, but the
glory of the Lord will shine over you.

3 All nationswill come to your light. Mighty kings will come to see your
radiance.

4" Look and see, for everyone is coming home! Your sons are coming
from distant lands; your little daughterswill be carried home.

5 Your eyeswill shine, and your heartswill thrill with joy, for merchants
from around the world will come to you. They will bring you the wealth of
many lands.

10 “ Foreigners will come to rebuild your cities. Kings and rulers will
send you aid. For though | have destroyed you in my anger, | will have
mercy on you through my grace.

11 Your gateswill stay open around the clock to receive the wealth of
many lands. The kings of the world will be led as captivesin a victory
procession.

12 For the nations that refuse to be your allieswill be destroyed.

13 The glory of Lebanon will be yours—the forests of cypress, fir, and
pine—to beautify my sanctuary. My Temple will be glorious!

14 “ The children of your tormentorswill come and bow before you. Those

who despised you will kiss your feet. They will call you the City of the
Lord, and Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

Thereisafuturefor Isragl. Paul callsit “ their fullness’ (Romans 11:12) and their
“receiving” (Romans 11:15). Today, |srael isfallen spiritually, but when Christ

returns, the nation will rise again. Today, Israel is cast away from God, but one day those
Jews who accept Christ as Savior will receive their salvation. This does not mean every

Jew will be saved, but only those who finally accept Christ as their Messiah. God will
never break His covenant with His people, and He has promised to restore them. The
confusion here is that people assume this means everyone with Jewish heritage will be

saved when Christ returns. But God has made it clear over and over again that such
salvation will only be accepted by aremnant of all Jews. You might want to read

Jeremiah 31:35-37, where God links His promises to Isragl to the sun, moon, and stars.

Romans 11:25-36 NLT:

25 | want you to understand this mystery, dear brothers and sisters, so
that you will not feel proud and start bragging. Some of the Jews have

hard hearts, but thiswill last only until the complete number of Gentiles
comesto Christ.

26 And so all Israel will be saved. Do you remember what the prophets
said about this? “ A Deliverer will come from Jerusalem, and he will turn
Israel fromall ungodliness.

27 And then I will keep my covenant with them and take away their sins.”
28 Many of the Jews are now enemies of the Good News. But this has been
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to your benefit, for God has given his gifts to you Gentiles. Yet the Jews

are till his chosen people because of his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.

29 For God's giftsand his call can never be withdrawn.

30 Once, you Gentiles were rebels against God, but when the Jews refused
his mercy, God was merciful to you instead.

31 And now, in the same way, the Jews are the rebels, and God’ s mercy
has come to you. But someday they, too, will sharein God's mercy.

32 For God hasimprisoned all peoplein their own disobedience so he
could have mercy on everyone.

33 Oh, what a wonderful God we have! How great are hisriches and
wisdom and knowledge! How impossibleit isfor usto understand his
decisions and his methods!

34 For who can know what the Lord is thinking? Who knows enough to be
his counselor?

35 And who could ever give him so much that he would have to pay it
back?

36 For everything comes from him; everything exists by his power and is
intended for his glory. To him be glory evermore. Amen.

Paul saved his best witness for the last. He proved that the very character and work of
God were involved in the future of Israel. What has happened to Israel isal apart of
God's plan, and He knows what He' s doing. The blinding [or hardening (Romans 11:7)]
of Isragl asanation is neither total nor final: it's partial and temporary. How long will it
last? “ Until the fullness of the Gentiles comesin” (Romans 11:25). Thereisa* fullness”
for Israel (Romans 11:12) and for the Gentiles. When Israel rejected Christ as their
Savior, the gift of salvation was then offered to people of all nations (the Gentiles). In
Ephesians 3, Paul called this new program “ the mystery,” meaning “ the sacred secret”
that was not revealed in the Old Testament. Individual Jews are being saved, of course;
but this present age is primarily atime when God is visiting the Gentiles and building His
Church. When this present age has run its course, and the fullness of the Gentiles has
comein, then God will once more deal with the nation of Israel. Romans 11:25 is one of
several “ until” versesin the Bible, all of which are important. Y ou might want to read
Matthew 23:32-39; Luke 21:24; and Psalm 110:1 for other references.

Verses 27 and 28 are aso quoted from Isaiah 59; but the emphasis is on the covenant of
God with Israel. God chose Isragl in His grace and not because of any merit in her
(Deuteronomy 7:6-11; 9:1-6). If the nation was not chosen because of its goodness, can
it be regjected because of its sin? “ Election” means grace, not merit.

In verse 29 we read, “ God' s gift and His call can never be withdrawn.” This underscores
the unchangeableness of God stated in (Malachi 3:6). “ God is not a man that He should
lie; neither the son of man, that He should repent” (Numbers 23:19). God’s giftsto
Israel, and God’s calling of Israel, cannot be taken back or changed, or God would
ceaseto betrueto Hisown perfect nature. The fact that Israel may not enjoy her gifts,
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or live up to her privileges as an elect nation, does not affect this fact one bit. God will be
consistent with Himself and true to His Word no matter what men/women may do. God
has included “ all in unbelief” —Jews and Gentiles—so that all might have the
opportunity to be saved by grace. “ Thereis no difference.”

We need to remember that God chose the Jews so that the Gentiles might be saved. “ In
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed,” was God'’ s promise to Abraham (Genesis
12:1-3). The tragedy was that Israel became exclusive and failed to share the truth with
the Gentiles. They thought that the Gentiles had to become Jews in order to be saved. But
God declared both Jews and Gentiles to be lost and condemned. This meant that He could
have mercy on all because of the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.

Having contemplated God'’ s great plan of salvation for Jews and Gentiles, al Paul could
do was sing a hymn of praise. Only a God as wise as our God could take the fall of Israel
and turn it into salvation for the world! His plans will not be changed. No human being
can fully know the mind of the Lord; and the more we study His Word, the more
deserving He becomes of our worship and praise. Israel did not allow God to rule, so they
were punished. Y et thereisafuture for Israel. When Israel recovers from her “ fall” and
entersinto her “ fullness,” the world will experience the riches of God’ s grace as never
before. When Jesus Christ returns and sits on David’ s throne to reign over His kingdom,
then Isragl will be “ reconciled” and “ received,” and it will be the dawning of a new day.
And all who have been saved in Christ will rule with Him over the earth during the
Millennium.

It will be a most glorioustime!
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