Village Church of Wheaton Romans 13:11-14 May 15, 2005

LIVE IN THE LIGHT

When an actor or actress accepts arole in amovie, he/she must often go through a
number of physical appearance changes by the use of various forms of make up aswell as
the clothes they wear. They must become a different person in order to properly portray
the role of the person they’ re representing. If you talk to an actor about their various
roles, many will admit they come to feel like the person they’re portraying in the play or
movie over the course of that production.

Last week we spent alot of time discussing what Paul represents in Romans 13:14 as

“ putting on the Lord Jesus Christ.” And before we clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus
Christ, wefirst have to take off our old clothes of worldliness and sinfulness. It'sa
marvelous concept and it not only applies to non-Christians who become Christians
(believers), but also to those who are aready Christians. The bottom line is that when we
clothe ourselves, asin arobe, with Jesus Christ we have the potential power to be as
perfect asHeis. Just as the actor or actress has the ability to become a new person when
he/she puts on make up and a costume, you and | have the ability to become a new person
when we are clothed with Jesus Christ. The only difference iswith Christ it isreal, we're
not playing a game. When we are clothed with Jesus Christ we are given the power of the
Holy Spirit to guide usin all we do, if we only merely submit ourselvesto Him in every
aspect of our life. It isasif we have afilter around us to regul ate everything that comes at
us from the outside world as well asto filter everything that goes forth from us.

If we ask the Holy Spirit to guide usin every aspect of our lives, He will provide that
guidance. If we attempt to do anything on our own, without asking for that help, we are
bound to fail and to sin. Some people think that provides for a pretty boring and dull
existence, but the truth isthat it provides love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control that is not available to a non-believer.

If some Hollywood producer came along and asked you if you would like to play the role
of Jesusin amovie, would you be able to represent Jesus as He was because you have
wrapped Him around you and allowed Him to penetrate your heart? That should be our
goal because we as believers have been given the responsibility, and therolein this
world, to represent who Jesus was and is through our actions, behaviors, and even our
thoughts. Y ou might want to think about the possibility of being offered an Oscar by God
when you get to Heaven, because your behavior in this life has been based on your
willingness to love God and others. For that is what will determine your rewards. And
remember those rewards won’t be given to people who run around doing things they
think will please God. The rewards will only be for those who first admit they are sinners
in need of a Savior and accept Jesus Christ as that Savior. Then they attempt to follow
those two consolidated commandments that Jesus brought in the New Testament:

Love God and love everyone else. In that way you will be able to keep all of God'slaws.

We discussed this at length afew weeks ago. Also, by doing so, you will be living within
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God'swill, following the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and doing the things that God
wants you to do, not the things that you think will bring you reward. With that said, let’s
conclude our study in Romans 13 by continuing to examine the richness of the text Paul
provides usin Romans 13:11-14. And | believe it would be a good time also to review the
whole chapter so that we'll have acomplete overall view of what Paul isteaching in
Romans 13. So lets read Romans 13, beginning at verse 1 (ESV):

1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For thereis no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by
God.

2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.

3 For rulersare not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have
no fear of the one who isin authority? Then do what is good, and you will
receive his approval,

4 for heis God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for
he does not bear the sword in vain. For heis the servant of God, an
avenger who carries out God' s wrath on the wrongdoer.

5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God' s wrath but
also for the sake of conscience.

6 For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers
of God, attending to this very thing.

7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue
to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to
whom honor is owed.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law.

9 The commandments, “ You shall not commit adultery, You shall not
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in thisword: “ You shall |ove your
neighbor as yourself.”

10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the
l[aw.

11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.
12 The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light.

13 Let us walk properly asin the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness,
not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy.
14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,
to gratify its desires.

WEe'll pick up here again on the idea of what it means to put on the Lord Jesus Christ
because it’s the key idea not only to this passage, but to Christian living as well.
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When we cometo believein Jesus as Lord and Savior we are covered, so to speak, with
the garment of Jesus from the top of our head to the bottom of our feet. So when God

looks at us, He sees Jesus in all His perfection, the one who never sinned. Therefore, God
does not see our sin. Jesus then is our ticket into a sinless Heaven at which time we will
be given new bodies that will also be without sin. We will then be just like Christ.

Now Paul’s command to put on Jesus Christ also applies to those Christians who have
already been saved. How can that be? If you’' ve already covered yourself with Jesus and
you're saved, what elseisthere to do? Well, it’s one thing to be saved and it’ s another
thing to act like it. Once we're saved we can't just put on our pajamas, climb up on the
roof and wait for Jesus to return.

Once we're saved it’ s time to start acting like people who are saved. Thus we need to
continue covering ourselves with Jesus through His Word in the Bible and through prayer
and meditation. That’s what it meansto put on Jesus and continue to keep that covering
on. That’swhat a Christian should do. A Christian should keep covering Himself with
Jesus so that they can become more and more like Jesus.

2 Corinthians 3:18:
18 And all of us have had that veil removed so that we can be mirrors that
brightly reflect the glory of the Lord. And as the Spirit of the Lord works

within us, we become more and more like him and reflect his glory even
more.

This says that by looking at Jesus' glory we can be transformed into that same glory by
the Holy Spirit. The more we let the Holy Spirit work in us, the more we become like

Christ. The more space the Holy Spirit hasin our hearts and minds, the more we reflect
the glory of Jesus through our attitude and actions. Paul is calling usto live pure lives just
as Jesus lived His life.

Paul callsfor basically the same thing in Titus 2:11-14.

11 For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all
people.

12 And we are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures.
We should live in this evil world with self-control, right conduct, and
devotion to God,

13 while we look forward to that wonderful event when the glory of our
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed.

14 He gave his life to free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to
make us his very own people, totally committed to doing what isright.

We'reto live our lives with the same kind of discipline that Jesus did. Don’'t put on a

©2005 Ron & Betty Teed www.villagechurchofwheaton.org 3



http://www.villagechurchofwheaton.org/

Village Church of Wheaton Romans 13:11-14 May 15, 2005

robe of unrighteousness and allow the world to control your lives. Put on the robe of
Jesus Christ and allow Him to control your life so that you can be joyous and free. For a
Christian thereis no place for ungodliness. Thomas Manton, a great English Puritan
writer of the seventeenth century, made a statement | hope you'll not forget. He said that:

“Every corruption has a voice.”

That is astatement that penetrates right to the core of what Paul is saying in these verses.
The voices of corruption call loudly within us, don’t they? They also call loudly outside
of us and they try to pull usinto evil. We al have these voices calling within us because
ungodliness has a voice and that voice cries out against the will of God. Now, of course,
I’m speaking metaphorically, so don’t run out and tell everyone you know, along with the
Chicago Tribune and Fox News that Ron Teed says everybody hears demons calling to
them audibly from within their minds. But | believe you know what I’ m referring to, that
pull we feel to satisfy what John writes about in 1 John 2:15-17:

15 Sop loving this evil world and all that it offers you, for when you love
the world, you show that you do not have the love of the Father in you.
16 For the world offers only the lust for physical pleasure, the lust for
everything we see, and pride in our possessions. These are not from the
Father. They are fromthis evil world.

17 And thisworld is fading away, along with everything it craves. BUT IF
YOU DO THE WILL OF GOD, YOU WILL LIVE FOREVER.

But saving grace has avoice aswell and that voice teaches us to deny ungodliness and to
deny worldly lusts. Therein lies the battle that rages within us. In Titus 2:12, Paul told us
that we are to live with self-control, right conduct, and devotion to God. We have to say
“No” to ungodliness and worldly lusts that are contrary to the Word of God. Going back
to Romans 13:11-14, we see again that the second coming of Christ isthe motivation for
the believer’s obedience. Paul getsright down to it and says:

“Wake up! Cast off unrighteousness and put on the
righteousness of Jesus Christ because He's coming back
and He could come back when you least expect it; maybe
even today. And if He doesn’t come back today, you may

dietoday and that will be the end for you. So stop wasting
time. Do what you can in His service because whether He
comes back or you die that will be the end of your time to

accomplish God’ s will for your life.” !

Some of you may be thinking that a thousand years or two thousand yearsis along time
to wait, and Jesus hasn’t come back yet. Don’t forget, however what Peter said in 2 Peter
3:8:

! Paraphrase (Ron Teed)..
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8 But you must not forget, dear friends, that a day is like a thousand years
to the Lord, and a thousand yearsis like a day.

And look what James wrote in James 4:14:

14 How do you know what will happen tomorrow? For your lifeislike the
morning fog—it’s here a little while, then it’s gone.

There's a brevity to decades of alifetime and even centuries of history when compared to
an endless eternity. This age is soon coming to an end, and the dawning of Christ’s
kingdom is breaking through the darkness. So it istime for you to wake up. You can’t be
sleeping when humankind’ s day is coming to an end and God’ s day is so very near.
Having been a student of Bible prophesies for some time and especially those relating to
the end times and the second coming of Christ, | can tell you that there are enough events
taking place in thisworld that have the potential for satisfying Bible prophesy that the
end could be coming soon. It would not surprise meif Jesus returned within the life time
of some of usin thisroom. It’s time to wake up, put on Jesus Christ, and carry the
message of the Gospel to as many people as possible. If you want some added motivation
to do this, look with me at 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9:

7 And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also for
us when the Lord Jesus appear s from heaven. He will come with his
mighty angels,

8 in flaming fire, bringing judgment on those who don’t know God and on
those who refuse to obey the Good News of our Lord Jesus.

9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction, forever separated
fromthe Lord and from his glorious power.

Paul saysit’s going to be terrible for al those who don’t know Jesus as Savior when He
finally does come. This should not only be a great motivation for believers to take the
message to those who are in such danger, but think what a great motivation it should be
for those who are not yet saved.

The Bible says that anyone who doesn’t know Jesus when they die or on the day He
returns will spend eternity in the torment of Hell.

If you're anon-believer here today and that kind of statement makes you fighting mad,
we'll be glad to give you passage after passage in Scripture that confirms what we're
telling you the Bible says. Even though it makes you mad, maybe it will get you to
thinking, “What if it’s true? What if the Bible isn’t just a story book like I’ ve always
believed? What if unbelievers do go to Hell? Then perhaps you'll at least say to God
something like:

“1f I’ve been wrong God, I’ m open to your truth. | certainly
don’t want to spend eternity in torment. The few years|’ve
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had on this earth are bad enough. I’'mwilling to come to
this church and listen to what your Bible hasto say, to ask
guestions, and pray. Please help me to see the truth.”

Village Church has awebsite. That website is equipped to receive your questions and we
promise to get back to you with an answer to those questions within a reasonable time.
Why not giveit atry. I’'m 100% certain you won't be disappointed.

If you would like even more motivation you might want to turn to 2 Corinthians 5:10:

10 For we must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive
whatever we deserve for the good or evil we have donein our bodies.

The time will come when we stand before Jesus, and although believers are not going to
be condemned for their sin, Christ already bore our condemnation, we are going to be
judged on whether what we' ve done is good or useless. When we stand before Christ we
want to be commended for being faithful to the One that we say we love. If we know
He's coming it should change the way we behave. | can remember when my dad would
be away for a couple of days on business and | would take some liberties that | normally
wouldn’t take. But when mom would say dad is coming home tomorrow, | would really
change my behavior. The knowledge of his return had an impact on my behavior. So it
should be with the coming return of Jesus. He' s going to come and eval uate our service
to Him.

Colossians 3:8-10 says:

8 But now isthe timeto get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior,
slander, and dirty language.

9 Don't lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old evil nature
and all its wicked deeds.

10 In its place you have clothed your selves with a brand-new nature that
is continually being renewed as you learn more and more about Christ,
who created this new nature within you.

Get rid of that stuff. Throw it off. It has no placein your life. So wake up, realize what
timeitis. We'reliving in atime in history when the next event on the Messianic calendar
is the coming of Jesus Christ. We don’t know when it will be. It will happen at an
unexpected moment when we think it will least happen. He will come as athief in the
night as Peter says, which means that He's not going to announceit, it’sgoing to be a
surprise.

Returning to Romans 13, Paul goes on to say now that you' re awake and you realizeit’s
almost morning get rid of your night clothes. The idea hereis of asoldier and the soldier
has been wearing party clothes and participating in awild orgy all through the night, and
he'sfinaly fallen asleep at dawn and he' s still clothed in the clothes of hiswild night.
The commander says, ‘Wake up, it's almost dawn, get off the night clothes that you' ve

©2005 Ron & Betty Teed www.villagechurchofwheaton.org 6



http://www.villagechurchofwheaton.org/

Village Church of Wheaton Romans 13:11-14 May 15, 2005

been wearing and get on your armor.” That’swhat verse 12 says, get ready for aday of
battle. When the day comes you don’t want to be found in the clothes of your wild orgy,
you want to be looking respectable as the soldier that you are. The world may be having a
wild party and somewhere along the way you may have decided to put on the garments
with them and do what they’ ve been doing, but it’stime for you to get that stuff off
because Jesus is coming, and when He gets here you want to be sure that you appear as
the soldier that you should be.

The Lord here is talking about purity, first urgency and then purity. Cast off the works of
darkness, and darkness is always a metaphor for sin and evil. We're to put those things
off. Do you want to be found that way when the Lord comes? Do you want to be found
dressed in the dark garments that the world wears, doing the things that the world does, or
do you want to be found as one who belongs to Christ? Listen to Job 24. Listen to Job
describing evil, Job 24 :13-17:

13 “ Wicked people rebel against the light. They refuse to acknowledge its
ways. They will not stay in its paths.

14 The murderer risesin the early dawn to kill the poor and needy; at
night heis a thief.

15 The adulterer waits for the twilight, for he says, ‘No one will see me
then.” He masks his face so no one will know him.

16 They break into houses at night and sleep in the daytime. They are not
acquainted with the light.

17 The black night istheir morning. They ally themselves with the terrors
of the darkness.

Those who commit sin do so in the dark hoping they won’'t be discovered. So they do
their thievery in the night, they do their adultery in the night, they do their murder in the
night, they do their rebellion in the night. The world isaworld of darkness. Theworld is
wearing the garments of evil, either engaging in the wild parties or sleeping it off, but the
dawn is coming, and it is high time for Christians to be sure in the coming dawn that they
are not caught in wearing the garments of the world. We cannot be found that way and
we must throw off the works of darkness.

What are those works? First of al Paul mentions as an illustration the kind of things we
are not to have in our lives, the word reveling or orgies, which means carousing or wild
partying through the night, drinking, dancing, music. Late night drinking with sex and
musi ¢ were the common occurrence in the time of the apostle Paul. So what he saysis
thisisapart of the darkness, thisis not a part of the Christian’s experience. We have no
place in adrunken party, we have no place in a brawling barroom. We have no placein
carousing around the streets late at night up to no good. That istypical of the sin of
darkness. We see it again in Galatians 5:19-21.:

19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, your lives will

produce these evil results: sexual immorality, impure thoughts, eagerness
for lustful pleasure,
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20 idolatry, participation in demonic activities, hostility, quarreling,
jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, divisions, the feeling that
everyone is wrong except those in your own little group,

21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other kinds of sin. Let metell you
again, as | have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit
the Kingdom of God.

No Christian isto engage in that kind of activity. It isatypical scene of the darkness. We
are to have no part in those things at all. To revelry Paul adds the word drunkenness
which is of course aparallel idea because wild parties usually include drinking and
drunkenness. This verse refers to adrinking bout. Who can guzzle the most? Thisis an
intentional drunkenness, not inadvertent, but trying to consume as much as possible. This
goeson in our society al the time. But we who come to Jesus Christ and livein the light
of His second coming, and put on the armor of light and throw off the garments of
darkness, say good-byeto all wild parties and drunkenness for good. Instead we become
intoxicated with the thing God advocates: the Holy Spirit and ministry (Ephesians 5:18
and 1 Corinthians 16:15 KJV)

Then Paul adds two more categoriesin verse 13, immorality or lewdness and lust or
shamelessness. Immorality refersto the bed that the drunkard finds himself in. It isthe
bed of fornication, the bed of adultery. Shamelessness or lust means to be without shame.
It means to indulge yourself in sin without any remorse. It is the parading of senseless,
shameless vice, with no restraint. It is unbridled sexual perversion and evil that knows no
shame. It’sindulging in porn on the internet. | can understand how people can stumble
into sin. People can be drawn and attracted into sin when they are weak, but it’s harder to
understand how people can indulge themselves in those sins and carry no sense of shame
about it, aimost parading it down the main street of town asif it’s something to be proud
about. Thereis no thought of decency. Thereis no thought of honor. Thereisan
abandonment to shamelessness. That too is part of the sins of the darkness. People who
have become so enslaved to evil desire that they no longer feel any shame.

Then he adds two others, strife and envying. The word strife meansto fight. It’ s the spirit
of antagonistic competitiveness. It’s the spirit that says “ I’m going to get what | want
even if | have to step on your neck to doit.” It comes basically out of aheart’s desire for
power and prominence and a desire to possess everything no matter what anyone else will
have to forfeit in the process. It’s a spirit that’ s intolerant of anyone else’s success or
possessions. A spirit that would steal everything from everybody if it could get away with
it. It knows no humility. It’ s the spirit that says“ | want it all for meand | want it right
now and | don’t carewhat | haveto do to get it.” Thisis so characteristic of fallen human
beings.

Finally Paul addresses the sin of envying. If you live for number one you will certainly
envy anything anyone else possesses. All of these according to Paul are passions of the
darkness. Thereisno place in the life of abeliever for any of these things and if you see
anything in your life remotely related to those things, throw it off. They are garments of
the night and no Christian should be found wearing them when the dawn breaks and the
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Savior arrives. Throw them off! That's Paul’ s call to us. Paul wrote thisto Titus, in Titus
3:1-8:

1 Remind your people to submit to the government and its officers. They
should be obedient, always ready to do what is good.

2 They must not speak evil of anyone, and they must avoid quarreling.
Instead, they should be gentle and show true humility to everyone.

3 Once we, too, were foolish and disobedient. We were misled by others
and became slaves to many wicked desires and evil pleasures. Our lives
were full of evil and envy. We hated others, and they hated us.

4 But then God our Savior showed us his kindness and love.

5 He saved us, not because of the good things we did, but because of his
mercy. He washed away our sins and gave us a new life through the Holy
Soirit.

6 He generously poured out the Spirit upon us because of what Jesus
Christ our Savior did.

7 He declared us not guilty because of his great kindness. And now we
know that we will inherit eternal life.

8 These things | have told you are all true. | want you to insist on them so
that everyone who trustsin God will be careful to do good deeds all the
time. These things are good and beneficial for everyone.

There are Christians, far too many I’'m afraid, that indulge themselves in the sins we've
been talking about. Maybe they stay on the fringes of the wild parties and the
drunkenness. Maybe they’re just on the edges of immorality and shamelessness and envy,
but they’ re still wearing the garments of the night. So Paul says, “ You better put them off.
The morning is almost here and you don’t want to be found wearing those gar ments when
Jesus arrives.” So Paul’sfinal point in this chapter isto “Put On the Lord Jesus Christ.”
If we're Christians we should have the integrity to wear the garment of a Christian.

There’ s no integrity in someone who says, “ | ama Christian. | have been clothed in the
righteousness of Christ, but over that righteousness | choose to wear the garments of the
darkness.” I’'m amazed and appalled at the life styles of many people who claim to be
Christians. Too often, you cannot distinguish a Christian from a non-Christian by looking
at their behavior.

Theimagery isacall to the Christian soldier saying wake up and throw off the garments
of the world and put on the armor of light. The dawn is coming and you want to be found
in proper attire doing your proper duty when your Commander arrives.

Light in verse 12 represents holiness. Light is the symbol of purity. Light is the symbol of
being sinless. In 2 Peter 3:10-14, Peter writes:

10 But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the
heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and everything in them will
disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be exposed to
judgment.
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11 Since everything around us is going to melt away, what holy, godly
lives you should be living!

12 You should look forward to that day and hurry it along—the day when
God will set the heavens on fire and the elements will melt away in the
flames.

13 But we are looking forward to the new heavens and new earth he has
promised, a world where everyoneisright with God.

14 And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to happen,
make every effort to live a pure and blameless life. And be at peace with
God.

Show us a Christian who is wearing the garments of darkness and we'll show you a

Christian who isn't living in the constant hope of the coming of Jesus Christ. The two are

incompatible. Y ou can’t be saying that you' re waiting for Jesus to come, you can’t say

with John, “Amen! Come, Lord Jesus,” (Revelation 22:20) when you’ re clothing

yourselves in the garments of darkness. The idea hereis to see putting on Jesus as we
would see putting on armor, and that we're involved in abattle. | know there are many
Christians who don’t understand the spiritual warfare in which we are engaged. The
imagery is of a Christian putting on armor so that he/she can fight in a battle (Ephesians
6:10-18). Thisis a battle we are engaged in, and putting on armor is the same thing as
putting on Jesus Christ. Verse 13 of Romans 13, reemphasizes that we are to walk as

citizens of the day. Thisisintegrity.

Now examine your own lifein the light of these things. Do you look at your own life and

feel asense of urgency? If not, it’s time for you to wake up. It'stime for usto start
directing our emphasis on living to the reality of the coming return of Jesus Christ. So
many of us waste so much time. We need to live with a sense of urgency. When Jesus
comes we want to be found blameless. We want to hear Him say, “ Well done, good and
faithful servant.” Let’s close by reading a couple of more passages that are key to what

we' ve been discussing. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-10:

11 really don’t need to write to you about how and when all thiswill
happen, dear brothersand sisters.

2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord will come unexpectedly,

like a thief in the night.

3 When people are saying, “ All iswell; everything is peaceful and
secure,” then disaster will fall upon them as suddenly as a woman’ s birth
pains begin when her child is about to be born. And there will be no
escape.

4 But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters,
and you won'’t be surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a thief.

5 For you are all children of the light and of the day; we don’t belong to
darkness and night.

6 S0 be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be sober.
7 Night is the time for sleep and the time when people get drunk.

8 But let uswho livein the light think clearly, protected by the body armor
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of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence of our
salvation.

9 For God decided to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour
out hisanger on us.

10 He died for us so that we can live with him forever, whether we are
dead or alive at the time of hisreturn.

In 1 John 3, there are two verses we must consider before we close, 1 John 3:2-3:

2 Yes, dear friends, we are already God' s children, and we can’t even
imagine what we will be like when Christ returns. But we do know that

When Jesus comes, we'll instantly be like Him.

3 And all who believe thiswill keep themselves pure, just as Christ is pure.

Johnissaying that if you live your lifein light of the second coming, that will purify your

heart, your attitude, and your actions..

Let us take that thought with us as we leave here today.
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