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ROMANS11

God is Patient and Forgiving, But Don’t Push

Your Luck

If you’ ve been with us all through this series, you may recall that back in chapter 9 of
Romans, Paul began this section with the tragic contradiction of Israel’s condition.
Although they were specially selected and privileged by God, they were disobedient and
would not believe the writings of the Old Testament of the Bible. They took the truth of
the Bible and manipulated its meaning for their own benefit and comfort. They refused to
accept Christ as the promised Messiah which the Old Testament promised, in spite of
undeniable proof, much like people have done in the Church with both the Old and New
Testaments since the coming of Christ. Let’slook this morning at the first ten verses of
Romans chapter 11:

11 ask, then, has God rejected his people, the Jews? Of course not!
Remember that | myself am a Jew, a descendant of Abraham and a
member of the tribe of Benjamin.

2 No, God has not rejected his own people, whom he chose from the very
beginning. Do you remember what the Scriptures say about this? Elijah
the prophet complained to God about the people of Israel and said,

3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars. | alone
am left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.”

4 And do you remember God's reply? He said, “ You are not the only one
left. I have seven thousand others who have never bowed down to Baal!”
5 It isthe same today, for not all the Jews have turned away from God. A
few are being saved as a result of God' s kindness in choosing them.

6 And if they are saved by God'’ s kindness, then it is not by their good
works. For in that case, God' s wonderful kindness would not be what it
really is—free and undeserved.

7 So thisis the situation: Most of the Jews have not found the favor of God
they are looking for so earnestly. A few have—the ones God has chosen—
but the rest were made unresponsive.

8 Asthe Scriptures say, “ God has put them into a deep sleep. To this very
day he has shut their eyes so they do not see, and closed their ears so they
do not hear.”

9 David spoke of this same thing when he said, “ Let their bountiful table
become a snare, a trap that makes themthink all iswell. Let their
blessings cause them to stumble.

10 Let their eyes go blind so they cannot see, and let their backs grow
weaker and weaker.”

In Romans chapter 11, Paul turns his attention to the natural consequences of Israel’s
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disobedience. Paul asks two questions. The first appears in verse one and the second
appearsin verse 11. In verse 1 Paul asks:

1) “ Did God reject His people?’

Paul then answers his own question: “ By no means.” Just because Israel rejected God,
God has not rejected Israel. God has not abandoned the nation of Israel, because a small
number of Jews did accept Christ and became Jewish Christian converts, as Paul shows
inverses 1-10. In verse 11, Paul asks the second question:

2) “ Again | ask: ‘Did they (the Jews)* stumble so far asto fall beyond recovery? *”

Again Paul answers his own question: “ Not at all.” Israel’sfall isonly to be temporary.
There are going to be many more blessings for Isragl as Paul explainsin Romans 11:12-
32.

We need to understand that the nation of Isragl knew that God would never break His
promises to them. Why? Because the Old Testament is filled with passages such as
Nehemiah 9:21-32, where we see that God continually forgave Israel is spite of their
disobedience.

And thisis another of God’s promises. In 2 Chronicles 7:13,14, God saysto His people,
Israel:

13 At times | might shut up the heavens so that no rain falls, or I might
command locusts to devour your crops, or | might send plagues among
you.

14 Then IF MY PEOPLE Who are called by my name WILL HUMBLE
THEMSELVESAND PRAY AND SEEK MY FACE AND TURN FROM THEIR WICKED
WAYS, | wiLL hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and HEAL THEIR
LAND.

In spite of the repeated disobedience of the Jewish people, God never broke His
covenant, His promiseto Israel, nor will He ever break it. Jeremiah 30,31 and Isaiah 14
tell usthe very same thing. Will God cast away His people? No, he will never do that.
Will He discipline them? Y es, He most certainly will.

In every generation in the history of the nation of Israel, there has always been a certain
number of saved Jews. Thereisfor the time being atemporary, partial, and purposeful
setting aside of the nation of Israel. But it isnot atotal, permanent, and judgmental final
setting aside.

So there are a small number of Jews today who are saved, and thereis going to be a
restoration in the future , which in fact will provide a blessing for the entire world. So
let’s begin by looking at Romans 11:1-3:

! parentheses added.
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11 ask, then, has God rejected his people, the Jews? Of course not!
Remember that | myself am a Jew, a descendant of Abraham and a
member of the tribe of Benjamin.

2 No, God has not rejected his own people, whom he chose from the very
beginning. Do you remember what the Scriptures say about this? Elijah
the prophet complained to God about the people of Israel and said,
3“Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars. |
ALONE AM LEFT, and now they are trying to kill me, too.”

Paul begins by saying it is obvious that God did not reject the Jews. Because Paul himself
isaJew, and one who had for along time persecuted Christians. So Paul wasn't rejected
by God and Paul is aJew, an Israglite. Paul is saved and isin the Kingdom of God.

Perhaps it would be helpful to those of you who aren’t familiar with the covenant
promise God made with Abraham to review it before going any further so that we might
understand what Paul is talking about here in Romans 11. The covenant is not always an
easy concept to understand, but let’s giveit atry. God’s covenant contains 3 basic
features:

1) God establishes the covenant relationship by making a promise which is solely an act
of Hisgrace. That is something He did in the past.

For example: God says to Abraham sometime around 2000 B.C. something like this:
“You will be thefirst in aline of many leaders of a great nation, which | will bless
forever if you and they obey my commands (Genesis 17:2-9).”

Which leads to:

2) The covenant stipulations or conditions upon which the covenant relationship
between God and the people is maintained, and those are the commands of the covenant
to be kept in the present.

For example: God told Moses and the people of Israel, who had been led out of bondage
in Egypt, that the Ten Commandments and the laws He had given them are the
commands which God had spoken about with Abraham (Exodus 19:3-8).

Which leads to:

3) The covenant promisesor cur ses by which the covenant promise of God is fulfilled.
The covenant is fulfilled by the people receiving either the blessings or the curses. Which
of these they receive depends on whether they keep or do not keep the conditions of the
covenant, and that fulfillment takes place in the future after God has determined if they
have been obedient or disobedient.

We can simplify all 3 of these steps into something we might be better able to
understand. God in effect makes a pledge that could go something like this:
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“| pledge to provide you with all the best life hasto provide if
you live within my will, trust in Me, and obey Me. If you live your
life according to the rules | have laid down, then you will be
richly blessed in life and you will be given eternal lifein Heaven.
If you disobey you will endure much suffering in life and spend
your eternity in Hell. 1t’s your choice.”

In Genesis 17:2-9, God speaks to Abraham and gives Him His promise which God will
never ater or take back throughout al of history. God tells Abraham in verse 2 and 9:

21 WILL MAKE A COVENANT WITH YOU, by which | will guarantee to
make you into a mighty nation.”

9 “ Your part of the agreement,” God told Abraham, “ isto obey the terms

of the covenant. You and all your descendants have this continual
responsibility.

Thisis apromise God makes to Abraham and his descendants. Then about 500 years
later, in Exodus 19:3-8, God concludes his discussion with Moses about the stipul ations
or conditions He islaying down in order for the covenant, or promise, with the people of
Israel to be kept. God had given Moses the Ten Commandments and all 613 laws that the
Israelites were to obey. When Moses presented these conditions to the Israglites, they
agreed to accept God’ s terms according to Exodus 19:3-8. In verse 8 they said:

8 They all responded together, “ We will certainly do everything the Lord
asks of us.” So Moses brought the people' s answer back to the Lord.

K eeping the covenant means responding by faith to God in every circumstance of your
life and coming to God in repentance and forgiveness when you disobey.

Then in Deuteronomy 28, God spells out the blessings we just spoke of that will come
from obedience and the cur ses that will result from disobedience, Deuteronomy 28:1,2,7-
10,15,21,22,30,58-61:

WEe'll read just afew of these versesto give you the general message.

Blessings Resulting From Obedience

7 The Lord will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you; they
shall come out against you one way, and flee before you seven ways.

8 The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your barns, and in all that you
undertake; he will bless you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

9 The Lord will establish you as his holy people, as he has sworn to you, if you keep the
commandments of the Lord your God and walk in his ways.

Curses Resulting From Disobedience
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15 But if you will not obey the Lord your God by diligently observing all
his commandments and decrees, which | am commanding you today, then
all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you:

Then in Psalm 89:34, God says.

I will not violate my covenant, or alter the word that went forth from my
lips.

God repeats this promise again in Isaiah 5410 and Ezekiel 16:60.

In Ezekidl 33:11, God says to them:

Say to them, As || live, saysthe Lord Gob, | have no pleasure in the death

of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back,
turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Israel had been the chosen people of God, the people of His promise, a promise which
God Himself declared to be unbreakable.

But God did make it clear that the promise was to those who believed and were faithful.

Those who regjected God and refused to obey Him were removing themselves from the
blessings of the promise.

Romans 11:2 states that God “ foreknew” the people of Isragl which means He chose
them as a people for avery specia purpose. To foreknow something in this context is the
knowing of intimacy, of aclose relationship, of love. In Amos 3:2, we read:

2 You only have | known of all the families of the earth.
That doesn’t mean that God only knew about the people of Israel. It means that they were
the only nation in the world with whom God established an intimate relationship.

The promise didn’'t include all Jews in salvation (chapter 9). Nor does the punishment
exclude al Jews from salvation (chapter 11). The promise included those that were
willing to obey and trust God, people who were willing to make Jesus Lord of their lives
(Romans 10). Paul isliving proof that the setting aside of Israel in judgment is only
partia. If any Jew deserved to be shut out for disobedience, it was Paul. But when Paull
was confronted by Jesus on the road to Damascus, he believed and was saved. So the
first proof that Israel’ s setting aside is only partial is Paul himself. If a Jew today accepts
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, he/she will also be saved and become a part of the
remnant that believes. That not only appliesto the Jews today but to everyone elsein the
world. Belief in the work of Jesusis the only thing that will bring anyone salvation,
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whether Jew or Gentile.

In verse 2, Paul refersto the situation in the Old Testament concerning Elijah. After
Elijah’ s victory over the false prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel, Elijah fled from Queen
Jezebel into the desert. Here's aman who wasn't afraid to stand up to 850 men and do
battle with them, but one woman sends him running into the desert. Later Elijah hidin a
cave on Mount Horeb, where he was in a state of total depression because his victory
over the prophets of Baal had not brought about the revival he expected among the
disobedient people of Isragl. It was here that God spoke with him: Elijah speaksfirst, 1
Kings 19:14,15,18:

14 Hereplied again, “1 have zealously served the Lord God Almighty. But
the people of Israel have broken their covenant with you, torn down your
altars, and killed every one of your prophets. | alone am left, and now
they aretrying to kill me, too.”

15 Then the Lord told him, “Go back the way you came, and travel to the
wilderness of Damascus. When you arrive there, anoint Hazael to be king
of Aram.

18 Yet | will preserve seven thousand othersin Israel who have never
bowed to Baal or kissed him!”

God told Elijah he was wrong. He wasn't the only one left. God had seen to it that there
was aremnant of 7,000 Jews who were faithful to him. The “ faithful remnant” therefore
existed way back in the time of Jeremiah, about 800 years before Christ. And just as there
was a* faithful remnant” back in Jeremiah’ stime, there was also a“ faithful remnant” in
Paul’ s day as he was writing this |etter to the Romans. Therefore God has not cast away
His people, the nation of Israel, except partially. There are still some who believe and
obey. In fact the remnant in Paul’ s day was probably a pretty sizeable remnant. James
would soon tell Paul in Jerusalem that there were “ many thousands® of believing Jews
(Acts 21:18-20)

These are the two remnants that Paul is referring to in Romans 11:4,5:

4 And do you remember God's reply? He said, “ You are not the only one
left. I have seven thousand others who have never bowed down to Baal!”
5 It isthe same today, for not all the Jews have turned away from God. A
few are being saved as a result of God' s kindness in choosing them.

So there were believing Jews way back in Jeremiah’s time as well as believing Jewsin
Paul’ s day in the mid first century. There has always been aremnant of believing Jews
and there will aways be aremnant of believing Jews right up to the end when Christ
returns, and just before that time all of Israel will be saved (Romans 11:26).

The future salvation of Isradl is repeated throughout the writings of the Old Testament

prophets. Jewish teachers commonly said that “ all Israel will be saved,” but then went on
to list which Israelites would not be saved: the phrase thus means * Israel as a whole (but
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not necessarily including every individual) will be saved.” A good comparison here
would be to think about someone saying that Americais awonderful country, but not
meaning that all Americans are wonderful. In other words, the great majority of the
surviving Jewish remnant will turn to faith in Christ during the Tribulation (seven year
period preceding Christ's return). Paul proves this point from Isaiah 59:20-21:2

20 “ The Redeemer will come to Jerusalem,” saysthe Lord, “ to buy back
thosein Israel WHO HAVE TURNED FROM THEIR SINS.

21 And thisis my covenant with them,” saysthe Lord. “ My Spirit will not
leave them, and neither will these words | have given you. They will be on
your lips and on the lips of your children and your children’s children
forever. |, the Lord, have spoken!

The great majority of the Jews who are aive at thistime will turn from their disbelief and
accept Christ as Savior and be saved.

But until that time it will aways be aremnant, a small surviving group of Jews, those
who have kept the covenant by believing and trusting in God and Jesus Christ. Because
there is always aremnant means that God has not cancelled His promise to Israel. When
James wrote his epistle who do you think he was writing to? Listen to how James begins
inJames 1:1:.

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve
tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings.

The Dispersion was the remnant of Christian Jews that had gone into all parts of the
Roman empire.

When Peter wrote, who did he writeto? 1 Peter 1:1:

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the exiles of the Dispersion in
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

Peter was writing as well to the remnant scattered all over the Roman Empire. The book
of Hebrews was also written to Jews who believe in the Savior, Jesus Christ.

In every generation from the time God chose Isragl as a special nation for a specia
purpose, He has determined that there will be at least a small number of people who will
be faithful to Him. That selection is based on the response of faith, but it has been
initiated by the sovereign plan of God.

And as Paul says at the end of Romans 11.:5, the remnant was chosen by the grace of
God.

Thenin verse 6 Paul says:

2 \vPBible Background Commentary: New Testament. Intervarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL (1993).

©2005 Ron & Betty Teed www.villagechurchofwheaton.org 7



http://www.villagechurchofwheaton.org/

Village Church of Wheaton Romans 11:1-10 January 2, 2005

6 And if they are saved by God'’ s kindness, then it is not by their good
works. For in that case, God' s wonderful kindness would not be what it
really is—free and undeserved.

God' s grace has nothing to do with our good works. If God’ s kindness to us was based on
the good things we did, then His grace would no longer be grace, because grace MEANS
THAT WE ARE GIVEN SOMETHING THAT WE DO NOT DESERVE, something that we cannot
earn. Salvation can only be granted by God through His grace. Our faith in Christ DOES
NOT EARN Us salvation and eternal life in Heaven. SALVATION ISGIVEN USASA GIFT
FROM GOD WHEN WE BELIEVE IN THE SACRIFICIAL DEATH OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS
FOR OUR SINSAND WE DECLARE THAT HE HASAUTHORITY OVER OUR LIVES. Faith will
not earn us such salvation, but it is a necessary condition in order for God to bestow His
grace on us. Salvation is based on God' s grace, not on anything we do. I'll try and
simplify that alittle. When we believe in Jesus and declare Him to be Lord of our lives,
we have opened our hearts to receiving the gift of salvation, and God will give usthat
salvation only if our declaration isfor real.

If we think we can earn salvation by faith, we may declare that we believe so that we
might be saved, and such faith may not be real. Only God can determine genuine faith
from faith that is not truly genuine. | want to be very clear about this, however. If you
believe that Jesus Christ died to pay the penalty for your sins and rose from the grave so
that you might also have eternal life in Heaven forever, you are saved. Don'’t start second
guessing your salvation. If, however, you think that you’ re saved because you go to
church a couple of times a month, have been baptized and/or confirmed, are in your
opinion agood person, light candles, you had better take areality check, because you are
not saved by those things. They will not do you any good when you stand before Jesus as
He determines whether you will go to Heaven or Hell.

If you place anything above God in importance in your life, you are not saved. Y ou must

believe that God isin charge and allow Him to bein charge.

Therefore, it is clear in verse 6 that those who believed and placed Christ in charge of
their lives were given salvation as a gift (grace) from God. In the same manner Romans
11:7,8 tells us that the unbelieving majority of Israel were hardened by God:

7 So thisisthe situation: Most of the Jews have not found the favor of
God they arelooking for so earnestly. A few have—the ones God has
chosen—but the rest were made unresponsive.

8 Asthe Scriptures say, “ God has put them into a deep sleep. To thisvery
day he has shut their eyes so they do not see, and closed their ears so they
do not hear.”

The Jews were seen as continually trying on their own to make themselves right with

©2005 Ron & Betty Teed www.villagechurchofwheaton.org 8



http://www.villagechurchofwheaton.org/

Village Church of Wheaton Romans 11:1-10 January 2, 2005

God even though they should have known there was no way that could be done. Such a
goal is utterly impossible. Are you trying to get yourself right with God by the things you
do? By going to church, by giving money to the church, or by serving on a committee. It
won’'t work. The only way to get right with God is through His Son, Jesus. Y ou must
believe in His substitutionary death on the cross and place Him in charge of your life.
Anything elseistotaly ineffective. That’s why in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said,
“For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you
will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” The scribes and Pharisees thought they were the
most religious people in the world. They had no ideathat their opinion of themselves
wasn’t going to do them any good. They weren’t as righteous as they thought. Only those
who obtain their righteousness through the sacrifice of Jesus can obtain the righteousness
necessary to enter Heaven.

The* dect” or “ chosen” inverse 7 doesn’'t have reference to the entire nation of Isragl
but to those who believed in Jesus as their Messiah and Savior. As Paul said in Romans
9, “Not all Isradl islsrael.” Ashe said in chapter 2, the true Jew isonewho is
circumcised in the heart, inwardly. The rest were hardened.

Do verses 7 and 8 mean that God just made some people not believe? We doubt that. Just
as with the hardening of Pharaoh and others (Romans 9:17; 11:25), God gives people up
to their own stubbornness and unbelief. Thisis a process that results from the willful
rejection of true righteousness, a process of a personal rejection, time and time again by a
person. What did Paul tell usin Romans 10:16? “ Not all have obeyed the good news.”

That's the problem. In Romans 10:21, Paul told us that: “ But of Israel He (God)® says,
“ All day long | have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.” When
God movesin with ajudgmental hardening of someone's heart, it'sasaresult of a
response of continual rejection of God’s message on the part of the individual. God's
hardening does not occur without the person first hardening themselves. God does not
appear to harden anyone’ s heart unless they themselves have repeatedly rejected His
message. It isthe judgment of God on a person because of the repeated disbelief of that
person (Proverbs 29:1).

Paul gets this from two Old Testament writings, both of which speak of “ eyes which
cannot see.” In Deuteronomy 29:2ff, Moses tells the Israglites that, athough they have
seen al of God’s wonders, He has not given them “ a mind that under stands or eyes that
see or earsthat hear.” Paul also quotes from Isaiah 29:10, where Isaiah told the people
of Israel that they had “ a spirit of stupor.” This means they had a complete loss of any
spiritual feeling toward God, which was SELF-INFLICTED before it became a judgment of
God. It aso tells us that the prophets gave warning that this was going to happen and
when the Jews saw it happening they should have known that scripture was being
fulfilled, and they should have repented and believed. Then we read in Romans 11:9,10:

9 David spoke of this same thing when he said, “ LET their bountiful table
become a snare, a trap that makes themthink all iswell. Let their

3 parentheses added.
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blessings cause them to stumble.
10 Let their eyes go blind so they cannot see, and let their backs grow
weaker and weaker.”

These 2 verses are difficult to interpret. But we know that Paul takes them from Psalm
69:9ff, which portrays the experience of arighteous person who is being persecuted. This
victim prays that God will both defend him and that God’ s judgment will fall on His
enemies, Psalm 69:22,23:

22 Let their table be atrap for them, asnare for their alies.
23 Let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, and make their loins
tremble continually.

Psalm 69 and Psalm 22 are the most frequently quoted Psalms about the suffering of the
Savior, Jesus. They are alament of the suffering and pain of Jesus. In Psalm 69, David
pronounces a curse on the enemies of God. These verses pray for judgment to fall upon
the enemies of God; those that reject God; those who deny God His rightful worship. The
judgment, therefore, that has come upon Isragl fits right into the plan of God. Moses said
it, Isaiah said it, and David said it.

Y ou probably wouldn’t think there was any place safer than at your own table, right? It
might be considered a place of pleasure, celebrating, feasting, and joy. David’s prayer,
though, isfor the table at which they sit to be the trap that catches them. Several images
can come to mind regarding this verse.

One possible image is that of Jews at afeasting table, |oaded with meats, cheeses,
vegetables, and wine. If you recall, the Jewish manner of sitting at a table was to recline.
This givesaview of being at ease and relaxed while one is consuming the banquet. This
also implies affluence. Oh, how easy it isto be lying in the lap of luxury and paying more
attention to that than to what is happening in reality. You fed al iswell, whilein
actuality your enemies are creeping up outside the hall ready to attack you. Y ou become
indifferent and oblivious to the dangers around you. So you are blind.

Another possible image is the Jews feasting on the Word of God—the Law that God gave
them to direct their lives, to help them to focus on Him, and to bring blessing to them. If
you recall, the Scribes and Pharisees had taken the wonderful Law of God and “put a
fence around it.” In other words, they had taken God'’ s directives and said they are so
specia and holy that it was important to set up more regulations in order to help people
obey God’'s law. These regul ations became very tedious to adhere to and they had the
effect of getting the Jews so hung up on every little detail of the Law and its
interpretation that they failed to recognize the living Word of God when He arrived on
the scenein the form of Jesus.

So the Law, or rather the Jew’ s interpretations and additional regulations, became atrap
for them, trapping them into legalism and ritualism, and blinding them to what wasin
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|| reality the fulfillment of the Law when Jesus arrived. ||

When you read David’ s words, it could sound like he was calling for payback time for
the way the Jews have abused God and denied Him Hisrightful place. But notice the
word, “let.” This could possibly be taken as arequest for retribution, but it aso certainly
implies what could well happen in the natural course of events as a consequence of the
state just described. So it may well be that what is being said here is not so much that
God is going to blind them and trap them, but more that they will trap and blind
themselves by continuing these behaviors that ignore God. And if they fail to keep God in
charge of their lives at all times, God will merely allow that process to continue and He
will not intervene to halt it for individuals who have continually rejected Him and refused
to be obedient to His Word (Proverbs 29:11).

Y ou may be sitting there thinking, “ Boy those Jews sure were stupid. They just became
so engrossed in their own blessings and behaviors that they missed all that God wanted
to do for them. I'msure glad I'mnot like them.” But hold on aminute! Maybe we are
much more like them than we care to admit. Maybe we, like them, are aso blind to what
is happening.

For people today, it may not be so much that we are legalistic and absorbed with the Law
of God, as were the people to whom Paul was writing. Many today who are attending
Christian churches have declared their independence from law, legalism, and rituals.
They have grabbed onto Christ’s words, “ The truth shall make you free” (John 8:32) and
reveled in that idea. Look around you; in some situations we are so free from the law that
we totally disregard any law. Freedom has become license. It has become a freedom that
makes us think that perhaps we can interpret God’s Word in away that best fits how we
want to live.

Or perhaps for some of usit is being lulled into a comfortable rut and blinded to spiritual
things by our affluence and materialism. If someone isthinking, “1I’'mnot rich so | can’t
be guilty of materialism,” quite the contrary. Not only is the person who buys every new
electronic toy that comes out or who fills their closets with all the latest fashion trends
vulnerable to being materialistic, but also the person who can’t afford such things yet
desires them strongly. We are materiaistic if we find our comfort and security in things
and possessions. We are materialistic if we fill our minds with dreams of all the things we
want to have and if we spend alot of our time scheming how to get those things, rather
than spending our time doing things that please the Lord.

Verse 10 paints a picture of pain, grief, and someone who is blind trying to find the light.
The Psalmist is crying out to God to blind them, bend their back. He' s speaking of those
who refuse to be obedient to God. This whole concept fills the New Testament: constant,
frequent willful rejection resultsin a person being more and more blinded to God' s truth
and ultimately that individual will in turn be abandoned by God.

Y et there is hope. In the midst of a blind nation, God has always maintained a remnant of
believers. The unbelief of the Gospel by the Jews doesn’t in any way thwart the plan of
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God, not in the least. God made a promise and He will fulfill it. Next week we'll learn
more about God' s ultimate plan for Isragl.
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